The concept of horse trails:
The horse trails of the Upper Gorenjska are designed in the form of a circular path, a spine, connecting seven municipalities. Individual sections have different difficulty levels and are appropriate for recreational as well as more technically difficult horseriding. Each section is different from the others and is interesting in its own way, offering exquisite panoramic views and individual sights along the path. There are also other features along the path. The suggested stops and ropes provided for tethering horses enable both the equestrians and the horses to relax and/or get some refreshments.  

Individual sections are described based on different municipalities and are evaluated on the basis of difficulty levels. The evaluation comprises the length of the trail, difference in height, horse-riding time, difficulty level of ascents and descents and the ground provided for horseriding. 

Horse trails cross state roads, have several branches and are very demanding in terms of orientation. Due to the safety of riders and horses, respectively, guides should be present on the trips. 
 

Horseriding on the described trails is at your own risk. 

Rules of safe, environmentally-friendly horseriding: 

· Riding horses outside the trails intended for this purpose (meadows, fields) is prohibited due to the respect and care for the nature and animals; 

· When crossing state roads, you have to dismount your horse and cross the roadway on foot holding the horse’s rein;  
· Horse riders are not the only trail users. The trails are also intended for other uses – work using farming and forestry machines and vehicles, as well as for recreation (hiking, cycling). Attention and tolerance toward other trail users are required, and horse-riding speed needs to be appropriately adjusted; 

· The work of the locals and their property on fields, orchards and pastures must be respected;
· The markings and signs along the paths are not to be destroyed; 

· No noise should be produced while horseback riding and wild animals are not to be disturbed; 
· Special attention needs to be paid while riding the sections where the equestrian trail crosses Alpine meadows. Wooden fences that protect the crossings must be closed after riding through them; 
· Rubbish is not to be disposed of along the paths but is to be taken home or disposed of in the nearest dustbin; 

· Horse manure must be disposed of;
· Directing signs along the paths must be obeyed; 

· Contact with horse-riding clubs in desired areas of horseback riding needs to be made before going on a long tour;

· Instructions of guiding services and local horseriding clubs need to be followed, as you ride horses at your own risk.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Descriptions of horse trails: 

1. The Kranjska Gora Municipality 
 

TRIP COURSE 

Rateče border crossing – Rateče village – Podkoren (Rasinger home) – Kranjska Gora (tether at the Cvitar restaurant) – Gozd Martuljek – Belca – Mojstrana - 
- possibility a: the Radovna valley (the “Pri Psnak” restaurant) and to the Gorje municipality
- possibility b: Dovje and to the Jesenice municipality  
 

TRIP CHARACTERISTICS 

	LENGTH 
37 km
	DIFFICULTY LEVEL 

Easy to difficult, some places demand walking while holding the horse’s rein
	LAND 
macadam, grass, asphalt

	STATE ROAD CROSSINGS 
4 times
	TRANSITION 

In summer and winter time; in the direction Dovje – Plavški Rovt only in summer time.
	TRAIL USE 
Multipurpose  

	STOPS AND TETHERINGS
· Špik horse club

· Žerjav restaurant
· Rasinger horse-riding centre,
· Cvitar restaurant, tethering

· Košir tourist farmhouse
· “Pri Psnak” restaurant
	VISTAS 

The Julian Alps, Karavanke


 
 DESCRIPTION 

The trail starts at the Rateče - Planica border crossing. We ride on asphalt road to the village of Rateče. The path through the village takes us to a crossing with the national road. We continue riding on meadow paths, past pastures and along a cycling trail. After some kilometres we turn onto the trail intended for equestrians and ride all the way to the Podkoren turn. In Podkoren we come to the Rasinger home, which offers the possibility of tethering. The signs then direct us through the village on  asphalt road until we reach macadam road, where we gallop across meadows and along meadow paths after crossing a stream. We proceed riding on a well-prepared macadam path along the Sava River (we can cross the national road near the Sava bridge and ride to the Cvitar restaurant in Kranjska Gora where we can tether our horses). We proceed by backtracking, then we pass a football field along the Sava River, ride on a forest path and cross some streams on the way. Due to slight ascents and descents and loose, rocky terrain, special attention needs to be paid when galloping and on some parts we need to dismount and hold the horses’ reins. The path continues on a wide macadam forest path along the Sava River and offers beautiful vistas of the Julian Alps. When we reach the bridge across the Sava, we ride straight along the river on a well-prepared forest path to the Špik hotel. After crossing the bridge over the Sava River we continue galloping on the wide macadam path, where we follow the signs. This part of the trip is especially interesting, as riding on the bed of the Sava River past its branches and on forest paths presents a special experience. After this adventurous part we reach the clearing  of the Triglav National Park from where we proceed along a straight macadam forest path along the Sava River. The path slightly ascends and descends through the forest and is also rocky and loose in some parts. Between Belca and Mojstrana the path runs along the dry bed of the Sava River and again joins the forest path after approximately 200 metres. This trail, which is well-prepared and marked, leads us to Mojstrana. Two options are possible from this point:

a. A solid macadam state road takes us to the Radovna valley, where tethers and troughs for horses are found next to the “Pri Psnak” restaurant. This path then continues on to the Gorje municipality. 

b.   If we decide on the direction of the small village of Dovje and on to the Jesenice municipality, we need to pass a state road from where the signs direct us towards the Plavški Rovt. Riding along this part of the trip is especially adventurous in May, when the meadows are covered in blossoming daffodils. 

PANORAMIC TRAIL 

From the village of Rateče we follow the marked and well-prepared macadam path, which is used as a forest trail. The path proceeds through the forest and meadows. After approximately 3 km, a beautiful vista over the valley and the peaks of the Julian Alps opens, ending at Kopišča.
BORDER CROSSING WITH AUSTRIA
At Belca, between Mojstrana and Gozd Martuljek, we turn to a well-prepared forest path, and via the wonderful gorge of the Belca stream, we ascend to the border crossing with Austria on the Jepca saddle. A path, approximately 600 metres long, connects us with Austrian horse trails. 
 

2. The Jesenice Municipality 


TRIP COURSE 

From the Kranjska Gora municipality (Dovje) – the Jesenice municipality (Plavški Rovt)  – Prihodi – Planina pod Golico (Betel tourist farmhouse, Uric farm, “Pri Bavantu” provide the possibility of tethering) – Križovec – Javorniški Rovt (House Pristava) – Debelo Brdo – the mountain meadow “Olipova planina” -  the mountain meadow “Potoška planina” (tethering) – the Valvasor home in the Žirovnica municipality - 

a. the Moste hydroelectric power plant – Blejska dobrava (“pri Jurču” restaurant, Perun ranch) – connection to Gorje across the steep Strma stran; 

b. following the paths in the Žirovnica municipality – to the Radovljica municipality

 
 TRIP CHARACTERISTICS
	LENGTH
28 km
	DIFFICULTY LEVEL
Easy to difficult, some places demand walking while holding the horse’s rein
	TERRAIN 
macadam, grass, asphalt

	CROSSINGS WITH STATE ROAD 
NONE
	TRANSITION
In winter time only from Dovje to Javorniški rovt and from the Moste hydroelectric power plant to Blejska Dobrava
	TRAIL USE 
Multipurpose  

	STOPS AND TETHERINGS 
· Betel tourist farmhouse, 

· Uric farm, 

· “Pri Bavantu”, tethering

· Pristava home,  

· “Pri Jurču” restaurant 

· Perun ranch

· Potoška mountain meadow, tethering
	VISTAS 

Karavanke, The Julian Alps


 
 DESCRIPTION 

Near Dovje village we cross the Jesenice – Kranjska Gora state road and follow signs toward Plavški Rovt. We come to the bridge over the Jesenica Stream at Prihodi by asphalt path. If we turn left, we reach “Pri Bavantu”, which offers the possibility of tethering, after some hundred metres, and if we continue riding to Planina pod Golico, we arrive at the Betel tourist farmhouse, which also offers the possibility of tethering. An equestrian offering with the possibility of tethering is also provided at the Uric farmhouse. We continue riding from Planina pod Golico on a well-prepared forest path that crosses Križovec on the way to Javorniški Rovt and the Pristava home, which offers the possibilities of tethering horses and restaurant service. While galloping we enjoy the natural beauties of the Karavanke Mountains as the ride gradually reveals the peaks of the Julian Alps. From the Pristava home we follow the asphalt path for a while and then turn to the forest path. We cross a stream at Žaga, and after about three kilometres of ascent in the forest we arrive at mountain meadow “Olipova planina”, where horses can quench their thirst. The ascent is difficult, and in some parts we need to dismount and walk holding the horses’ reins. We continue riding on a fern forest path (there are plenty of troughs along the trail) to the mountain meadow “Potoška planina”, where horses can be tethered. Riding along the forest path leads us to the home “Valvasorjev dom” and mountain meadows in the Žirovnica municipality. We descend on the macadam road to the Završnica Valley, from where we have two options starting in the Moste village:

a. We cross the state road and proceed through the Jesenice municipality towards the Gorje municipality. At the dam of the Moste hydroelectric power plant and the highway underpass we ride on a well-prepared forest road past a cemetery and the Pri Jurču restaurant, then follow the asphalt path along the railway underpass to the village of Blejska Dobrava. When we leave the Gorje municipality, we follow the signs directing us to the forest. From here, a forest track leads us above the Vintgar gorge along the steep Strma stran to the Gorje municipality. The track is precipitous, therefore we strongly recommend that you dismount and walk leading the horse by the reins. Only very skilful equestrians and horses are allowed to ride here. After approximately two kilometres we reach the entrance point to the Vintgar gorge. 

b. We can continue riding along the trails in the Žirovnica municipality and proceed to the Radovljica municipality. 

 
 

3. The Žirovnica Municipality 


TRAIL COURSE 

From the Jesenice municipality (tethering at mountain meadow “Potoška planina”) – the Valvasor home – the Završnica valley (the hut “Lovski dom”) – Moste - 

a. Moste hydroelectric power plant – Blejska Dobrava – possibility of proceeding to the Gorje municipality through the steep Strma stran; 

b. on to the Žirovnica municipality – possibility of proceeding to the Radovljica municipality. 

TRIP CHARACTERISTICS
	LENGTH 
17 km
	DIFFICULTY LEVEL 

Easy to difficult, some places demand walking while holding the horse’s rein
	TERRAIN 
macadam, grass, asphalt

	CROSSINGS WITH STATE ROAD 

2 times 
	TRANSITION 

A summer ride; galloping along mountain meadows is not possible in winter time.  
	TRAIL USE 
Multipurpose  

	STOPS AND TETHERINGS 
· Hut  “Lovski dom”

· Morena pizza restaurant
· Stol horse club
	VISTAS 

Karavanke, The Julian Alps


 
 

DESCRIPTION 

By proceeding on the trail to the mountain meadow “Potoška planina” (the Jesenice municipality), we ride along the forest road to the Home “Valvazorjev dom”. From here on we ride on an easy forest path and arrive at the valley of Završnica, where we can have a short stop at the Hut “Lovski dom” (restaurant, possibility of tether, small zoo with two bears). Here we can decide to take the trail towards Blejska Dobrava or towards the Žirovnica municipality:

a. By crossing the state road over the dam of the Moste hydroelectric power plant, we arrive at the village of Blejska Dobrava; 

b. The local road leads us past a monument to war hostages through the village of Moste at the border of the village Breg. After crossing the state road towards the village of Vrba, we come to well-prepared macadam road (Cesarska cesta)  to the village of Studenčice or to Begunje na Gorenjskem. The trails are well-prepared, macadamised and asphalted. Through here, regularly posted signs lead us in the right direction. A well-deserved rest stop for equestrians and horses is the Morena Pizza Restaurant in Žirovnica and manege of Stol horse club in Breznica and, where we can all have some refreshments. All stops are well-marked, but the horse club needs to be consulted if long horseback rides are planned. 
4. The Radovljica Municipality
TRAIL COURSE 

From the Žirovnica municipality along the “Cesarska cesta”  road - 

a. Zapuže - Zgoša – Dvorska vas – Črnivec – Noše – Brezje (tether at Pohar farm, Tominc- Frelih tourist farmhouse) – Zvirče (the Tržič municipality) – Ljubno (tether at Ambrožič) – Posavec – Dobro Polje – Globoko (the Lipizzan breeding house Barbana) – Spodnja Lipnica (tether at Perc) – Pusti grad – Lancovo – 3 options: 

- in the direction of the Lesce hippodrome; 

- in the direction of Talež – the plain “Goška ravan” -  the mountain meadow “Vodiška planina”–– (proceeding to the Bohinj municipality);

 - in the direction of the Bodeški and Ribenski bridges towards Bohinjska Bela (proceeding to the Bled municipality); 

b. Studenčice – the Gala pizza restaurant (tethering) – the Lesce hippodrome.   
 

TRIP CHARACTERISTICS 

	LENGTH 
42 km
	DIFFICULTY LEVEL
Easy to difficult, some places demand walking while holding the horse’s rein
	TERRAIN 
macadam, grass, asphalt

	CROSSINGS WITH STATE ROAD 

5 times
	TRANSITION 

In summer and winter time. 
	TRAIL USE 

Multipurpose  

	STOPS AND TETHERINGS 
· Pohar farm, tethering

· Ambrožič, tethering

· Tominc – Frelih tourist farmhouse

· the Lipizzan breeding house Barbana 

· Perc, tethering

· Hippodrome at Lesce

· Gala pizza restaurant
	VISTAS 

Karavanke, the Julian Alps, the town of Radovljica


 
 

DESCRIPTION 

By following the trail along the “Cesarska cesta” road from the Žirovnica municipality, the signpost at the chapel directs us to a macadam road across fields and meadows:
a. Through the Studenčice village to the Jesenice – Ljubljana main road, where we gallop next to the road and protective fence, to the GALA pizza restaurant, where the possibility of tethering, a water supply for the horses and refreshments for the equestrians are provided. We continue the trail through the railway underpass (we dismount the horses and lead them by their reins) and across meadows (past warehouses at Lipce). The trail leads us to the section where we descend approximately two hundred metres through the forest. The descent is a medium difficulty level, therefore we recommend that the unexperienced equestrians walk and lead their horses by the reins. After crossing the Lesce – Bled main road, we arrive at the Lesce hippodrome. 
b. We continue along the macadam road in the direction of Begunje and take the field path towards Zgoša between two asphalt roads at the Lesce – Radovljica - Begunje junction. The signposts along the asphalt road direct us through the village of Zgoša, behind  the ELAN factory and on to Dvorska vas. At the chapel we turn onto the forest path and ride all the way to the next crossing of forest paths, where we take the asphalt road to Črnivec through the village of Noše to Brezije, where tethering is provided at Pohar farm. From here the signs direct us to Peračica, where we cross the Peračica stream and, shortly afterwards, the Strašnik stream. On the path through the Tržič municipality, past the Zvirče village, we return to the Radovljica municipality, to the Ljubno village (tethering at Ambrožič) and then onwards through the forest to Posavec. Following the wide forest path we reach the former main road. We gallop for approximately 500 m and then cross it and ride through the forest, where we reach Malo Dobro Polje after a slight ascent. We continue along the macadam path until the end of Dobro Polje. Here we ride along an asphalt path and reach the village of Globoko (the Lipizzan breeding house Barbana). We continue the trail by crossing the bridge over the Sava in the direction of Spodnja Lipnica. The path is often steep along cliffs, and it also intersects the educational forest path, therefore it is recommended to walk alongside the horse and respect the multipurpose use of the trail. On top of the slope we arrive at the Dobrava plain (tethering at Perc). The trail proceeds along a wide and well-prepared macadam trail (also used for cycling), which opens up to a beautiful vista overlooking the valley. The signs direct us past the houses and curves to the branch behind the castle “Pusti grad”. The descent into the village of Lancovo takes us behind the castle along a steep serpentine path, where only experienced riders are allowed to ride while the less experienced ones have to lead their horses by the reins. We cross Lancovo on an asphalt road and turn towards St. Lambert. From here on we gallop through a farm path following signposts that lead us to the Sava bridge in Lancovo, where we have three possibilities to continue: 

· If we turn left and ride along the field path, we ascend across a meadow and reach an asphalt public road, which needs to be carefully crossed. The path then takes us past the Matevž Langus home, where children with special needs are placed, therefore special attention needs to be paid while riding. We continue by slowly descending in the direction of the Šobec Camp. We ride through the camp along the asphalt path past a picnic place along the field path and to the Lesce hippodrome. 
· Instead of turning to Lancovo, we head towards Talež, where a beautiful vista over the villages beneath Stol Mountain opens up. The trail leads us from Talež to the mountain meadow “Vodiška planina”. On the way we stop at the hut in Goška Ravan, where tethering is available. The Bohinj municipality starts just a bit further away in Gregorjevec. 
· We can turn in the direction of the Bodeški and the Ribenski bridge at Bohinjska Bela right before the bridge. 

5. The Bled and Gorje Municipality 


TRAIL COURSE 

From the Radovljica municipality (the Selški bridge) – Kupljenik – Brezje – Slamniki – Rčitno – Zatrata – Krnica -

a. Perniki – Spodnje Laze – Spodnje Gorje – the steep Strma stran - Vintgar – (connecting with the Jesenice municipality); 

b. The valley of Radovna  (connecting with the Kranjska Gora municipality); 

c. Stara Pokljuka – Janezov Rovt – Šustarjev Rovt – Pokljuka – Kranjska dolina – (connecting with the Bohinj municipality across Rudno polje and Uskovnica or connecting with the Kranjska Gora municipality across Pokljuka to Srednja Radovna).
 

TRIP CHARACTERISTICS 

	LENGTH
72 km
	DIFFICULTY LEVEL 

Easy to very challenging
	TERRAIN 

macadam, grass, asphalt

	CROSSINGS WITH STATE ROAD
3 times
	TRANSITION 

In summer time; galloping is possible only through the Radovna valley during winter time. 
	TRAIL USE 
Multipurpose  

	STOPS AND TETHERINGS 
· Rot restaurant

· Mulej tourist farmhouse

· Kolenc farmhouse

· Pretnarjev rovt, tethering

· Zatrata restaurant

· Repečnik tourist farm
	VISTAS 

Karavanke, the Julijan Alps, Pokljuka


 
 DESCRIPTION 

From the Radovljica municipality the trail leads us past the Selški bridge, past a paddocked pasture for horses and through a forest where we follow signposts. When we arrive to the cross section at the chapel in Kupljenik, we continue galloping on a curvy asphalt road to the junction with the state road. In Bohinjska Bela we can have some refreshments in the Rot restaurant, where a trough is provided. We carry on along a wide forest path all the way to the small village of Brezje and onwards to Blaž and Slamniki, where we take a turn to the pastures at Rčitno. From a well-prepared forest road we head along a macadam path towards Zatrata (the Kolenc farmhouse), and after crossing the state road we arrive at Krnica. From here on we have two possibilities:
a. We continue horseback riding along the asphalt road through Radovna. At the junction at Ovčje jame the trail branches off to Perniki. Approximately 1 kilometre away, a not too challenging ascent on an abandoned forest path separates us from a well-prepared forest trail. We descend to Spodnje Laze from Perniki and turn towards Mežakla. At Mala Trata we descend towards Spodnje Gorje (the Repečnik tourist farmhouse). The forest road ends after approximately 3.5 km where we enter an asphalt road leading through Poljane. At the Betlehem home we turn towards Vintgar and follow the signs all the way until we enter the Vintgar gorge. We carry on along the steep Strma stran above the Vintgar gorge, where we strongly recommend dismounting the horse and leading it by holding its rein (connecting to the Jesenice municipality). 

b. At the junction at Ovčje jame we turn in the direction of the signs to the state road in the valley of Radovna (connecting with the Kranjska Gora municipality). Along the way we can admire the unspoiled nature, clean water of the Radovna and some historical monuments. 

c. In Krnica we follow the signposts along the macadam forest path to Stara Pokljuka. After some hundred metres we arrive at an approximately two kilometre long, steeply ascending path leading to the small village of Stara Pokljuka. From here on the path becomes straight and we can start running with the horses. A slight ascent on a marked mountain meadow path to Janezov and Šuštarjev Rovt follows where an exquisite vista opens before us. Pretnarjev Rovt provides the possibility of tethering nearby. We proceed on horseback along the old path to Pokljuka and the valley Kranjska dolina, where the path branches off along a well-prepared forest trail to Rudno polje and across Uskovnica to Bohinj, or to the other side across Pokljuka to Srednja Radovna. 
 
 


 6. The Bohinj Municipality 


TRAIL COURSE 

From Pokljuka (the Bled municipality)  - the mountain meadow Klek – the mountain meadow Javornik – Rudno polje – Uskovnica – Srednja vas – Studor (Mrcina ranch) – Senožeti – Brod – Kamnje – Dobrava (possibility of tethering at Odar) – Bohinjska Bistrica – Nemški Rovt – Rovtarica – the mountain meadow Vodiška planina (connecting to the Radovljica municipality) 

TRIP CHARACTERISTICS 

	LENGTH 

60 km
	DIFFICULTY LEVEL 

Easy 
	TERRAIN 

macadam, grass, asphalt

	CROSSINGS WITH STATE ROAD
3 times
	TRANSITION
In summer time
	TRAIL USE 

Multipurpose  

	STOPS AND TETHERINGS 
· Mrcina ranch, 

· Odar for tethering
	VISTAS 

Uskovnica, Senožeti, Dobrava


 
 

DESCRIPTION 

A solid forest trail climbs from the mountain meadow Klek past the mountain meadow Javornik towards Rudno polje (biathlon centre), where we turn right towards Uskovnica (mountain hut) and continue to the village of Srednja vas. There we take a sharp right turning towards the village of Studor, where the Mrcina ranch provides the possibility of tethering. We continue towards the village of Srednja vas, and after some 100 m we cross the state road and take a sharp right, turning just before the village. A short ascend leads us to Senožeti, where we descend towards the village of Brod, cross the Sava bridge and take a sharp right turning just after the bridge to the village of Kamnje. We cross the state road again at the fire station. A short ascent to Dobrava follows. The signs direct us to Odar, which offers us the possibility of tethering. We continue galloping through Bohinjska Bistrica (crossing the state road). Above the Lip Bled factory we turn right to the cart path leading to Nemški Rovt. After a short ascent (state road) we arrive at the junction leading to the mountain meadow Soriška planina and turn left. We follow the signposts to Rovtarica and on to the Vodiška mountain meadow (mountain hut). 

